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Salem-Zion Mennonite Church

’" Christmas: “How will we know....Who knows?”

December 31, 2023
GATHERING TO WORSHIP
Prelude — How brightly beams the morning star (Burkhardt)  Ken Mannes
Welcome Mary Mannes

Call to Worship
Leader: Simeon took Jesus in his arms and praised God saying, “Master,
you are now dismissing your servant in peace; for my eyes have seen
your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”
High Voices: At that moment, Anna, a widow who worshiped at the temple
with fasting and prayer night and day,
Low Voices: began to praise God and speak about the child to everyone
who was looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.
Leader: The child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said
about him.
People: Our long wait is finally over.
All: Together we rejoice!
Opening Prayer
* Hymn — Good Christian Friends, Rejoice VT #261
* Greeting each other
Children’s Story ~ What Child Is This (vv.1-2) VT #267 Diane Ellinger
Sharing our Offerings — Deacon Sharing Fund; MCC Kits: wide-toothed comb
Offertory — Lord, when you look on us in Love (Michael Burkhardt)

HEARING GOD’S WORD
Hearing the Old Testament Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Drama Jeremy Waltner, LeRoy Epp, Janette Epp
Special Music Ben Schwartz
* Hearing the Gospel Luke 2:22-40
Sermon — “We have seen your salvation” Corey and Rachel Miller
RESPONDING TO GOD
Hymn — Love Has Come VT #258
Communion
Sharing and Congregational Prayer
* Sending Song — Joy to the World VT #240

* Benediction
L: Together we rejoice!
P: Our waiting is over!
L: We’ve seen the One, the light to all peoples, who grew in strength and is
filled with wisdom. The favor of God is upon him! Go! Rejoice! God is here!
Postlude — What joy to know when life is past (Michael Burkhardt)
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Church Calendar

Deadline for bulletin submissions is 8:30 p.m. Wednesday; salemzion@gwtc.net

TODAY

Anna and Simeon’s lives were shaped by their active waiting for the
fulfillment of God’s promises, so much so that they were able to recognize the
infant Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah. In this Christmas season, we also are
shaped by active waiting. As we worship God today, we look and see the signs
of God’s faithfulness around us. Welcome to worship!

The offering that we are celebrating today is for the Deacon Sharing Fund.
The bulletin cover illustration was done by Rachel Miller.

9:30am — Sunday School for all ages
10:30am — Worship Service
1:30pm — Bridal shower for Hannah Miller in Fellowship Hall
2:00pm — Fuente de Vida church service in the sanctuary
4:00pm — Fellowship Hall reserved for a private event

THIS WEEK

Jan. 3 (Wed) — Board of Ed Meeting at 7:00pm

Jan. 4 (Thurs) — Outreach and Service Meeting at 7:30pm
Jan. 5 (Fri) — Fuente de Vida church service at 7:00pm

NEXT SUNDAY —Jan. 7

Next Sunday celebrates Epiphany. The theme is “How will we know....what we
know?” The texts will be Isaiah 60:1-6, Psalm 72, Ephesians 3:1-12, and
Matthew 2:1-12. Corey will be preaching and we will be dedicating our MCC
Hygiene Kits.

Next week the offering is for the Household Treasury.

COMING EVENTS
Jan. 10 — Feeding Our Faith kickoff with pizza and an intergenerational
prayer walk experience.

Salem-Zion Prayer Requests & News

Remember to praise God for:

- the gift of Christmas Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love that is lived and
experienced through each of us.

- God’s grace that has sustained and kept us throughout last year.

In faith, we pray for:

- Peace in the Middle East and for government officials who make important
decisions regarding Israel and Palestine. To understand more deeply the
complicated nature of the Middle East conflict, go to MCC’s website for more
information. https://mcc.org/resources/fag-mcc-and-palestine-and-israel

- Wisdom, discernment, and faith for the new year that is before us. For
whatever is before us in 2024, let us trust deeply that God is present and
working. Let us remember always that God is WITH us.

New Membership Class: Starting in January (January 7"), Pastor Corey will
be leading a membership class for those who are interested in joining Salem-
Zion. Our class will run for 4 weeks and it will include hearing each other’s faith
stories, a session on Anabaptist/Mennonite Church tradition, a session on the
history of Salem-Zion and how we work, and a session on gifts and how we
share in the ministries within our church. Contact Corey if you are interested.

Thank you for the lovely carolers that came to Dewald and Walnut Street
Villages Wednesday evening. Your singing was a blessing to us and we
appreciated you remembering us.

We’d like to thank the Outreach Program for their generous donation to three
elementary schools on the Rosebud reservation. You were our Christmas
miracle this year! We were surprised and so overwhelmed with gratitude for
your generosity that it brought tears to our eyes. Your donation allowed us to be
able to hand out food bundles for each student so that over the Christmas break,
they may eat well. Respectfully, Leslie Crow (principal) & Rose Bazemore
(Coordinator)

2024 church yearbooks are available in the narthex.

All ladies are invited to a bridal shower for Hannah Miller, engaged to Silas
Driver, today at 1:30pm. You may bring a gift for Hannah or there will be a
money basket and card available, if you prefer that option. If you have any
questions please talk with Digna Miller or Elizabeth Janssen.

The December edition of On the Level is now available from Mennonite
Disaster Service at https://conta.cc/3v4fpYd.

Freeman Network for Justice and Peace will meet Wednesday, January 10
at 11:30 A.M. in the Freeman Public Library. All are welcome.

Praying God’s Peace at Christmas: “For a child has been born for us, a

son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”
— Isaiah 9:6

Pastor Corey Miller Church Admin. Assistant:
Office Hours: 4 Lisa Kaufman
Tues.-Fri. 8:00 a.m. - Noon (605) 951-1871 ~ salemzion@gwtc.net
corey.miller@gwtc.net Office hours: Thursdays 9:00 a.m. - 12:30
Cell phone: 319-930-7320 p.m. and by appointment as requested



